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FRESHWOTER

Freshwater’s mission is to inspire and empower people
to value and preserve our freshwater resources




John Linc Stine
Executive Director

guiding principles

O We advocate for policy in a factual
and evidence-based manner.

O We are a knowledgeable and
collaborative convener and catalyst
for systemic change.

O We focus on Minnesota and regional
water issues and are globally aware.

O We partner with and leverage the
work of other organizations that align
with our mission.

O We model sustainable practices in
our operations.

L etter from the director

Water connects us. At Freshwater, we believe clean water solutions should
connect us, too. More than 50 years ago, from humble beginnings and a
grand vision led by our founder Dick Gray, Freshwater began engaging
people from many perspectives — research, policy, business, and community
— to form science-based solutions for clean, reliable water. Today, that
remains the heart of our work for safe drinking water and healthy lakes and
rivers for Minnesotans.

People like you make our research, policy, and community engagement
programs possible. Your dedication and financial investments help spread
our message to new audiences and deepen our impact. In this report, we
have included a sampling of our work from July 1, 2018 to June 30, 2019

- our 2019 fiscal year. It was a special one, in which we celebrated our
50th anniversary and said farewell to outgoing Executive Director Steve
Woods. With your ongoing support, we look forward to the next 50 years of
preserving freshwater.

Sincerely,

et S

John Linc Stine, executive director
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Safeguarding drinking water for Minnesotans

Minnesota’s groundwater is used in a multitude of ways. Seventy-five percent of Minnesotans rely on it
for the water they drink, while our economy draws on it to grow crops, manufacture products, and sustain
public health. In some parts of our state, groundwater is being used faster than it is being replenished; in
others, it's vulnerable to contamination. Read about our work to safeguard these resources.

Helping municipalities conserve water

In 2019, Freshwater introduced the Water Conservation
Advisor (WCA) program - a new track within the Master

Learn more about
MWS on page 4 and
at freshwater.org
*2013-2019

Water Steward (MWS] -
program focused on the
relationship between
groundwater and surface
water, and the increasing
need to stabilize and
restore groundwater
levels in some parts of
our state. Three out of
four Twin Cities residents
rely on groundwater,

and based on data

from the Metropolitan
Council, much of the
region’s future growth

is expected to occur in
areas that could have
groundwater shortages.

Many communities face costly water supply problems that
can affect city budgets, homeowner costs, and economic
growth. The WCA program creates community volunteer
leaders who, in collaboration with cities and watersheds,
protect and conserve water through irrigation education,
water bill audits, in-home conservation, and water-
efficient landscaping. Freshwater has certified forty water
conservation advisors as of June 30, 2019.

Ensuring safe drinking water and reliable
groundwater for future generations

From 2015-2018 Freshwater researched and summarized
the current status of groundwater in Minnesota, publishing
its findings in The Water Underground, a series of three
reports focused on municipal use, agricultural use, and
extending groundwater supply through conservation, reuse,
and recharge. We found that parts of the state were going

to feel the groundwater pinch before others and would need
immediate intervention to ensure sustainable supplies.

One option is Aquifer Storage and Recovery, pumping clean
water into an aquifer and then recovering it for later use,
typically with additional treatment. In 2019, Freshwater
successfully drafted and helped pass legislation - in record
time and with bipartisan support - to fund a study of Aquifer
Storage and Recovery, to explore where it is most needed
and what barriers to consider. The eighteen-month study,
led by Freshwater, kicks off July 1, 2019 and includes an
academic team and stakeholder engagement.
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Preserving surface water

Minnesota is home to over 11,000 lakes and borders one of the largest freshwater bodies in the world.

Our state’'s name is rooted in the Dakota phrase Mni Sota Makoce, meaning “sky-tinted water.” We're
a headwaters state in which more than 98 percent of the water we have falls from the sky rather than
flowing in from neighbors. Yet, much of our water leaves Minnesota for downstream communities
more polluted than it should be. Freshwater initiatives are turning the tide on this challenge.

Tending our shared waters:
community leadership with an equity lens

Freshwater's MWS program equips and empowers
community leaders to help keep our surface waters
clean. In 2019, we graduated a new cohort of 65 water
stewards who are hard at work in their watersheds, cities,
and neighborhoods building raingardens, installing rain
barrels, and involving their neighbors in actions to limit
stormwater pollution. In addition, MWS program staff
collaborated with Water Bar and Public Studio in a series
of five story circles led by artists and community leaders
to explore the many ways of knowing about and caring

for water. These circles created space for transformative
conversations and engagement around the myriad ways
different cultures, communities, and individuals relate

to water. Long-term, this project is part of Freshwater’s
growing commitment to increase our cultural competency
and ensure our programs include all Minnesotans.

Protecting waterways in Hennepin County and
the health and safety of Minnesotans
In recent years, precipitation-driven landslides in the

Twin Cities have threatened public health and safety, and
even cost human life. Recent and projected increases

in precipitation
‘ ‘ will continue to

impact both the

| wouldn't be who
| am today If |

weren't a steward.
Mary Hammes, Cohort 14

natural and built

world. To address

these challenges,
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in 2019 Freshwater
completed a
first-of-its-kind
landslide inventory
for Hennepin

County Emergency
Management (HCEM)
for inclusion in

their Landslide
Hazard Atlas. The

inventory identified

historic slides
and linked them
to prior precipitation; mapped slides of unknown age,
and documented geologic and human factors impacting
susceptibility. The goal of HCEM is to better predict these
hazards, and to mitigate or avoid them. Additionally,
Freshwater wants to reduce sediment loading to streams
caused by landslides. This joint project received an
Environmental Stewardship Award from the Minnesota

Department of Transportation.
Building careers, confronting contaminants

In 2019, Freshwater worked with student intern Rob
McManus from St. John's University to lead research

in four Twin Cities’ lakes on a contaminant of emerging
concern, which poses a threat to human and aquatic
health. Continuing into next year, he will raise money for
lab work, conduct lake coring and synthesize lab results
into a report for state lawmakers and for publication.




Empowering change statewide

Empowering people is the heart of what we do across programs in research, public policy, and
community engagement. In 2019, we provided wide-ranging engagement and education opportunities
for Minnesotans. Our vision of lasting change means empowering us all, from the grassroots to top

policy makers.

Inspiring Minnesotans of all ages

Freshwater has published Minnesota’s favorite calendar
for more than 40 years. The Weatherguide provides

an abundance of information on weather, phenology,
astronomy, and issues that affect water in our backyards
and beyond. Stunning regional photography makes the
calendar both an almanac and an art gallery. It's on

the wall of over 20,000 homes, and, thanks to a long-
time partnership with the Jeffers Foundation, is used

in elementary classrooms across the state to enhance

environmental education curriculum.

Bridging science and society

We often rely on science and technology in our water
work, and overlook the power of people. Knowing who
to involve and when, as well as who is not included and
why, are critical to achieving our clean water goals. In
May, 2019, the inaugural Metro Water Summit explored
new and innovative ways to protect our surface and
groundwater resources while spotlighting the key

role people play in the success of these projects and
programs. Over 200 engineers, city planners, local
government and watershed district staff, private industry
representatives, students, and community leaders
attended the day-long summit that included a plenary,
breakout sessions, keynote speakers, networking, and
free admission to the Science Museum of Minnesota.

Preserving Minnesota’s Legacy, moving the
needle for water statewide

In 2008, Minnesotans overwhelmingly approved the
Clean Water, Land, and Legacy Amendment to the state
constitution, including the Clean Water Fund (CWF). This
year marked the ten year
anniversary of the Legacy
Amendment and a decade
of statewide investments.

2

To mark the occasion,
Freshwater hosted a

celebration at the Minnesota
To see the full

report on the
ten-year impact
of the Legacy
Amendment, visit
freshwater.org

History Center and published

a summary report.

In 2019, we also wrapped up
a yearlong process convening
representatives from state

agencies, interest groups, and
the Clean Water Council to
ensure that Minnesota stays on a clean water trajectory,
and is making the best use of the CWF. We published

a report with the group’s recommendations and spent
the 2019 Legislative Session meeting with legislators,
testifying in committees, and coordinating with state
agencies to advance the recommendations. Several are
now in motion or already complete.
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Financials ry 2019

Balance Sheet

Assets

Cash/Cash Equivalents

Receivables
Prepaid Expenses
Inventory
[nvestments
Fixed Assets

Total Assets

$468,114
286,659
14,774
14,100
4,364,588
71,665

$5,219,900

Liabilities and Net Assets

Accounts Payable
Accrued Liabilities
Total Liabilities

Unrestricted Net Assets
Temporarily Restricted Net Assets
Permanently Restricted Net Assets

Total Net Assets

Total Liabilities and Net Assets

$48,198
65,459
$113,657

$4,780,068
267,800
58,375
$5,106,243

$5,219,900

Income Statement

Support and Revenue

Program Expenses
Management and General Expenses
Fundraising Expenses

Total Expenses

Change in Net Assets

Expenses

Charities

smartgivers.org

Freshwater Society
meets all the

accountability standards
of the Charities Review

Council of Minnesota.

$1,483,711

$925,295
188,192
131,924
$1,245,411

$238,300

Programs

14%

4
MINNESOTA

Environmental Fund

Freshwater is proud be an
member of the Minnesota
Environmental Fund, which
supports workplace giving that
benefits the environment.
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Thank you to our members, donors
and supporters for investing in healthy
water for Minnesotans.

Institutional
funders
3M Foundation
American
Engineering
Testing
Associated Benefits
Barr Engineering
Co.
Best & Flanagan
Bolin Marketing
Bolton & Menk
Bremer Bank
Capitol Region
Watershed
District
Carnelian Marine
St. Croix
Watershed
District
CBRE
Clif Bar Family
Foundation
Compass Capital
Management
Consul General
off Canada In
Minneapolis, USA
Coon Creek
Watershed
District
Crow Wing
Soil & Water
Conservation
District
Elm Creek
Watershed
Management
Commission
Elmer L. & Eleanor
J. Andersen
Foundation
Emerson Process
Management
Emmons & Olivier
Resources
Environmental
Initiative
Environmental
Resource Council
Environmental
Working Group
Excelsior Brewing
Company LLC
Faegre Baker
Daniels
Foundation
Fidelity Charitable
HDR Engineering
Houston
Engineering, Inc.
HR Green
Hunt Electric
Corporation
lteris
Kurt Johnson
Auctioneering
Lake Minnetonka
Garden Club

Legislative-Citizen
Commission
on Minnesota
Resources

Lower Mississippi
River Watershed
Management
Organization

Maguire Agency

Metropolitan
Council
Environmental
Services

Minnehaha Creek
Watershed
District

Minnesota Board
of Water and Soil
Resources

Minnesota
Environmental
Fund

Minnesota
Golf Course
Superintendents
Association, Inc

Minnesota
Groundwater
Association

Minnesota LTAP

Minnesota Office of
Soil Health

Minnesota Pollution
Control Agency

Mississippi
Watershed
Management
Organization

Mortenson Family
Foundation

Nine Mile Creek
Watershed
District

NRCS - US Dept of
Agriculture

Pentair

PLDG

Podium Sports
Marketing Inc

Pohlad Family
Foundation

Powerhouse
Fund, a Donor
Advised Fund of
the Renaissance
Charitable
Foundation

Ramsey
Washington
Metro Watershed
District

RESPEC

Rice Creek
Watershed
District

Riley Purgatory
Bluff Creek
Watershed
District

Shingle Creek
Watershed
Management
Organization

Short Elliott
Hendrickson Inc

Smith Partners
PLLP

South Washington
Watershed
District

Stantec Consulting

SunlLeaf Naturals

The Institute On
The Environment

The McKnight
Foundation

The Mosaic
Company

The Water Main /
American Public
Media / MPR

University of
Minnesota College
of Biological
Sciences

VariTech Industries

Water Resources
Center

Wenck

West Mississippi

WSB

Xcel Energy

Young
Environmental
Consulting Group,
LLC

Zero-Max Inc.

Individual donors
and members

Anonymous

Alden Abraham

Craig & Patty
Acomb

Allan
Jim Almendinger
Mary Andersen
Charles Anderson
Sigurd Anderson
Jeffrey Angel
Judith Anthony
Jeanne Ayers
Nathan Bach
Gary T Bank
Sara Barsel &
Randy Neprash
Peter Bassett
Rick & Sue Bateson
Ashley Beasley
Angie Becker
Kudelka
Timothy Beckstrand
Michelle Beeman &
Barb Tretheway
John Bellingham
Mark Berg

Roger & Dallas
Betz
Beth Bird
Richard Lloyd Biske
Julie Blackburn
& Gary West
Rudy Blakeman
Todd & Terry Bolin

Gina Bonsignore
& Rick Garber

Kelly Bosworth

Ann & David
Braden

Michael Briggs

Clif Brittain &
Peggy Ladner

Blyth Brookman
and Ben Jaffray

Liz Brown

Linda Bruemmer

Mark & Catherine
Brumm

Laurie Bruno

Craig & Linda
Buchholz

Dave & Sandy
Buerkle

Amy Burg
Julianne Bye
Andrew Calkins
Whitney Canton
Senator Jim &
Gayle Carlson
Amy Carlson
Beth Carrefo
Rebecca Cascio
Abby Casey
Patricia Cavanaugh
Catherine Cesnik
Mikhail Childs
David Chizek

Deirdre Coleman
& Ben Gisselman

Meghan Coleman
Patrick Coleman
& Sally Johnson
Amelia Colwell
Mary Conway
Heather Cook
Robert Coombs
Brad Coulthart
Stoddard Crane
& Margaret Lanik
Bill Cranford
Lee & Anne
Cunningham
Lisa Cunningham
Liz Curran
Mary Curran
Robert Cutshall
Peter Dahl
Jack Dean
Anne Deardorff
Elizabeth Debaut
Janine B DeCoster



Kathy Delaney
Vanessa Demuth
Stephanie Devitt
Mairi Doerr

Doug

Robin Draves
Annette Drewes
Deana Drews
Anthony Drollinger

Jeremy & Elizabeth
Duehr

Joe Duggan
Lisa Dunkley

Tracy & Tim
Dunnwald

Rebecca Edberg
Dan Edgerton
Dr. Ed Ehlinger
Shareif Eisa

Randy & Lynn
Ellingboe

Dean Elstad
Clayton Emmer
Brett Emmons

Judy Erickson &
Jim Birkholz

Walter & Tannie
Eshenaur

Rand & Mary Evans
Noel & Judith
Fedje
Cheryl Feigum
Linda Fellman
Dianne Fenyk
Mark Ferrey
Donald Fetting
Edward Findell

Jacques Finlay &
Sarah Hobbie
Robert Finley
Hallie Finucane
Suzanne Fischer
Pam Fisher
Chloe Fliflet
Julie & Todd Fliflet
Rebecca Flood
Paul & Donna
Floyd
Julie Foiles
John Foker
Pat Foley
Dean Valery Forbes
Sharol Forsell
Perry Forster
Anita Foss
Richard Fowler
Mary Rae Freeberg
Andy Freeman
Lisa Frenette
Michelle Frost
David Frost
Peg Furshong
Mary Gangelhoff
Lisa Genis
& Steve Pratt
Cindy Gentling
Lisa & Mark
Gilbertson

Margo & Gary
Gisselman

George Glotzbach

Ryan & Ann
Godfrey

Susan Goebel
Wayne Goeken

Dr. Stanley
& Luella Goldberg
Steve & Barb
Goodspeed
Jean Gray
Janet C Green
Harry Greenberg
Hal and Louise
Grey
Lisa Griffin Vincent

Anne Marie
Gromme

Molly Grove

Stu & Susan Grubb
Sheryl Gudvangen
Wade Gulbransen
Paul Gustad
Richard L Gwynne
Anita J Hall

Gayle Hallin
Henry Halvorson
Angie Hames
Angela Hammond
Rachel Hanks

Mike & Shelly
Hanson

Keith Hanson
Nora Hanvik
Mike Harder
Fred Harding
Mike Harley
Mary Harrington
Lydia Harrison
Jim Hartung
Lucy Hartwell
Donald Haugerud
Cynthia Haukland
Martha Head
Keith Hebert
Royce Heffelfinger
Deb Heiser

Andy Heiskary
Memorial

Steve Heiskary

Marylee Hendricks

Kris Henley

Randy Herman

Rachel & Kyle Herr

Dave Hill

Helen & Curt
Hillstrom

Eugene Hinze

Barry Hofer

Joe Hognander

Chuck Holtman

Kathryn
Housholder

Jane Howard
Jim Huberty
George Hudachek
Gordon Lee
Hughes
Christopher &
Rhonda Hughes
Ryan Hurt & family
Mark Innerbichler
Greg Isaacson

Matthew Isaacson
Jennifer Israel
Emi lto

Barb Iverson

Jan

Cody Jansen

Fernan Jaramillo &
Pamela Middelton

John Jaschke
Carrie Jennings
Laura Jester
Keith Johansen
Janice Johnson
Ken Johnson
Kent Johnson
Robert Johnson
Marilyn Dee Jones
Jeff Jones

Evan Jones
Mary Jordan

Jen and Justin
Kader

Beth Kayser
Al Kean

Leo Keane
Charlie Kelley
Chris Kelley
Sybil Kelly
Mary Kelly

Shaina & Anthony
Keseley

Ann Kessen
Elizabeth Kidd

Craig & Jill
Klausing

Steve Klein
Nancy Kleven

Peggy Knapp
& Catherine
Settanni
Cheryl Knight
David Knoblauch
& Suzie Woodrich
Sara Knoll
Edward Knudson
Tracy & James
Kochendorfer
Tim Koehler
Diana Koehler
Mary & Ted
Koenecke
John Kolb
David Kordonowy
Leonard Kremer
Nicholas & Donna
Krueger
Dale Krystosek
Christina Kunz
Paul Laederach
John B Langlais
Connie Langsdorf
Connie Lanphear
Colles Larkin
Caroline Larson
Peggy Lauritsen
Richard Lee
Diane Lentsch
Barbara Leppke-
Hennig

David & Candy
Leuthe

Bernard Lewellin

John & Judy
Lewman

David & Susan Lick
Ted Lillehei

Jackie Lind

Adam Lint

The Listiaks

Diane Lokken
Linda Loomis
James Losleben

Shannon and Jay
Lotthammer

Dr. Barb Luikens

Christopher &
Hanna Lundeen

Diane Lynch

Michael & Moira
Majerle

Christie Manning

Jim Manolis &
Emily Green

Mark

Howard Markus

Dennis Martenson

Randal & Charla
Masica

Courtney Matteson

Dana Mavros

Mike McCabe

Bill McCain

Lonnie & Dave
McCauley

Kathy McGill

Bryan McGinnis

S J McKusick

Lili & Howard
McMillan

Gene Merriam

Kris & Greg Meyer

Mary Miller

Lucy Mitchell

Mallory Mitchell

Jacqueline Mithun

Laura Lee Moffett

Jim & Carol Moller

Eric Monson

Judith Moore

Marilyn Morem

Leona & Kevin
Mortinson

Michael Leo
Mueller
Patricia Mullen
Sharon Natzel
Cheri Nehl
Linda Neilson
Chuck Nelson
Bryan Nelson

Darby & Geri
Nelson

Jim Nelson
Karen Nelson
Raun Nelson

Stacia & Dan
Nelson

Joan Nephew
Raymond Newman

Sue Nissen &
Randy Holst
Thomas Norton

Tom & Ranae
Nygaard

Daniel Oberdorfer

Rita O'Connell

Gina Oesterreich

Caitlin Olson

Charlie Oltman

John & Karen
Packard

Ann Palmer
Joan E Palmquist
David Pasiuk
Marilyn Peitso
Jonathan Peterson
Theresa Peterson
Lisa Ellen
Pettigrew
Martha Phillips
Jack Pichotta
Leslie Pilgrim
Andrew Pillsbury
Cynthia Piper
William Platt
Elizabeth Polome
Robert Andrew
Polzin
Richard Prins
Brad R. Quarberg
Anne Queenan
Julianne Rantala

Matt & Gretchen
Rasmusson

Ellen Raw
Jane Reckow
Gaylen Reetz

Commissioner
Victoria Reinhardt

Lance Reschke

Tom Reu

Mary Reynolds

Suzanne Rhees

Corrine & Louis
Ricard

Victoria Rico
Flakne

Cec Riedman
Wint Ritchie
Paddy Rivard
Bruce Robbins

Brown Robert
Robert

Cheryl Robertson
Sally | Robertson
Donna & Lynn
Rogers
Charlene Roise
Randy Rudolph
& Mari Uutula
Moriya Rufer
Karl Ruser
Sylvia C Ruud
Susan Saffle
Gordon & Lin
Salisbury
Mary & Justin
Salisbury
Melvin Schmidt

Ralph James
Schnorr

Fred Schreiber
Tom & Kyle Schulz

Kyle Schulz
Kathylynn Sedro
Paul Senne
William & Alice
Seuffert
Lincoln Shea

Grace & Rick
Sheely

Phyllis Sherman

Greg Silverman

Al Singer

Paul Sitz

Erik Sjoberg

Ron Skaar

Tom & Gai
Skramstad
Stephanie Small
Harriet Smith
Wendy Smith
Anne Smith
Louis Smith
Marcia Smith
Erica & Joel
Sniegowski
Joseph Spahr
Sara Spiess
Seth Spychala
Jason & Barb
Staebell
Jim Stark
James Steenburgh
Jed Stiles
John Linc & Deb
Stine
Michelle Stockness

John & Nancy Cole
Stoklosa

Jeff & Stefanie
Stollenwerk

Gene Story
Leslie Stovring
Gary Strandemo
Sabrina Sutter

TJ & Natasha
Stroebl

Besty Sullivan
& Mike Barrett
in honor of
Tom Valois

Robert L Sundberg
Michele Swanson
Kent & Jodi Sward
Patrick Sweeney
Ava Tamis

Jan Tarnow
Andrew Tate

Mary E Texer

Don Theissen
Peggy Thomas

Barbara & La Mon
Thomson

Mariann Tiblin
Pat Tieskoetter

John & Amy
Tillotson

David & Cathie
Tilman

David Tincher

Marilynn Torkelson

Jane & Dick Trapp

Jill Trescott
& Leo Reid

Francis William
Tuominen

Tom Tuttle

Liz & Tom Tuttle
Nancy Uden
Michelle Ulrich
Karin Ursin

in honor of
Richard Graef
Cindy Valentine
Alex Van Loh
Mark & Elizabeth
Vanderschaaf
Elizabeth Vavra
John Velin
Diane Vig
Devon Vojtech
Rosalie Vondrashek
Louann Waddick
Jim Walch
Jo Walstedt
Mary Warren
Rud Wasson

David & Heather
Webb

Dana Wegener
Bill & Lora Weimer
Andrew Weis

Chuck & Julie
Welle

Mary Wenck

Richard & Julie
Wendland

Thomas Wenzel
Julie Westerlund
Richard & Janet
Wettergren
Lisa & Tom Whalen
Betty Wheeler
Rachel Whitcomb
M Wiley
Pete Willenbring
Rick Williams
Tom Wilson
Samantha Wimmer
Megan Wincek
Paige Winebarger
Eric Wojchick
Colleen Wolbeck

Steve & Susan
Woods

Mike Woods
Chuck Woods
Timothy Wotzka
Pamela & Scott
Wright
Catherine Yamoor

Darwin & Susan
Yasis

Leslie &

Christopher Yetka
Christine Yetka
Judi Ylvisaker

Steve & Julie
Young-Burns

Deborah Zachman
Katie Zadrozny

James & Marianne
Zarzana
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board of directors

Mike Hanson, Chair
Valery Forbes, Vice Chair
Ryan Godfrey, Treasurer
Todd Bolin, Secretary
Wade Campbell

Ryan Hurt

Dave Leuthe

Josephine Marcotty
Joan Nephew

Zach Swanson

Bill Weimer

Lisa Whalen
Emeritus and
honorary directors
Blyth Brookman

Richard S. Caldecott, Ph.D.
Jo Ellen Hurr

Tom Skramstad

FRESHWOTER

2424 Territorial Road | Suite B | Saint Paul, MN 55114
651.313.5800 | freshwater.org

Water is life

and Freshwater
advocates on my
behalf to leave
water and life
healthier than
we found it.

Freshwater member

staff

Don Davies, CPA, Director of Finance & Administration
Carrie Jennings, PhD, PG, Research & Policy Director
Jen Kader, Senior Program Manager

Connie Lanphear, Program & Communications Manager
Kris Meyer, Program Coordinator

Mary Salisbury, Development Officer

Tera Scovill, Administrative Assistant

John Linc Stine, Executive Director

Alex Van Loh, Program Coordinator

Interns

Brian Bohman
Lila Franklin
Jambay

Rob McManus
Dan Milz
Galen Xiang

Staff/Board, FY20



