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MN-ND-SD Chapter of The Nature Conservancy 
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• Camp Ripley Sentinel 

Landscape 

• Pine River Healthy 

Watershed Partnership 

• Crow Wing River Healthy 

Watershed Partnership 

 

Three Projects in the Mississippi Headwaters 
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Project #1: Camp Ripley Sentinel Landscape 
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• Sentinel Landscapes are working or natural lands 

important to the Nation’s defense mission  – 

places where preserving the working and rural 

character of key landscapes strengthens the 

economies of farms, ranches, and forests; 

conserves habitat and natural resources; and 

protects vital test and training missions 

conducted on those military installations that 

anchor such landscapes.  
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Program Status:  

DNR       BWSR 

19 Land Transactions 178 Land Transactions 

1,920 acres      20,224 acres 

        23 Pending 

 

Funding:  Federal = $29,500,000    State = $7,000,000 

210 Interested Landowners representing 26,500 acres 

 

Desired End State: 78,000 acres of compatible lands 

within the 110,000 acre 3 mile buffer. 

 

2004-2016 Army Compatible Use Buffer (ACUB) 

Program 
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• Partner Agencies 

Dept. Military Affairs 

Dept. of Natural Resources 

Board of Water and Soil 

Resources 

Dept. of Agriculture 

• Create Program Area Map 

 

State Law 190.33 to designate Camp Ripley SL 2015 
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• July 2016: Federal 

designation as a Sentinel 

Landscape  

• October 2016: Camp 

Ripley contracted with The 

Nature Conservancy to 

coordinate the CRSL 

program 
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Agency Priorities 

  

MNARNG 

 

 Aviation Routes 

 

 Regulated Airspace 

 

 Noise Zone 

 

 Fly Neighborly 



Agency Priorities 
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Consolidated Priorities 

 

 MNARNG 

 

 DNR 

 

 USFWS 

 

 MHB 



• 50-miles of Miss. River 

• 748-miles of streams 

• 243-miles of river(s) 

• 3997 lakes and ponds 

• 40-minor watersheds 

  (HUC12) 

• 8-Watershed Mgmt. Units 

Water Resources Project Area 
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• 25,000-ac. in RIM complete 

• Strategic Planning underway 

• Phase 8 LSOHC proposal 

• Landowner support (500+ list) 

• Federal, State, Local and NGO 

partnerships working together 

Camp Ripley Sentinel Landscape Program 
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• Environment and Natural 

Resources Trust Fund grant 

• Forest management plans 

• Riparian restoration 

• Education and Outreach 

• USFS additional grant support 

Crow Wing SWCD Private Forest Mgmt.  



• RCPP award 2016 

• $1.6M for HFRP started 

• $1.2M for EQIP/CSP 2018 

• Morrison SWCD lead 

• NRCS Forester: Ginger Koop 

 

NRCS: Regional Conservation Partnership Program 
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City of Baxter: LCCMR proposal, 200-ac. Potlatch land 
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Great River Greening LCCMR: CRSL Resto/Enhance 
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Project #2: Pine River Healthy Watershed Partnership 
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Criteria Ranking Sheet for easements: 



Tracking Landowner easement progress: SWCD 
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Pictures tell the story… 
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4,000 + Ft Shoreline, Turkeys appeared here soon after (Quade) 

Towering Pines in a well-managed woodland (Quade) 



Pine River Dam restoration: Norway Brook project 
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#3 Crow Wing River Healthy Watershed Partnership 
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Trends / Risks to Minnesota’s Clean Water 
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TNC analysis 

 

Nitrate Contamination of 

private and community water 

supply wells  



Partnership Leads: Technical Advisory Committee 
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Cost effective 

improvements possible? 

Secure 

  

Good Enough? 

 

Protection feasible 

Impairment threshold 

Getting to Scale 
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60% Forest and 

wetland 

78% Agriculture 


