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Normandale Lake 

Created in late-1970s 
 

116 acres 
 

3 foot average depth 
 

Creek flows through it 

1976 District map, notes location of future Normandale Lake 



Normandale Lake 

Public Perspective 

High phosphorus levels 

Lots of aquatic plants & attached algae 

Abundant curly-leaf pondweed 

Low oxygen levels 

 

District Perspective 

Looks bad 

Too many plants 

Too much algae 

Smells bad 

 



Normandale Lake Project 



Reduce internal phosphorus loading 

Improve native aquatic plant community 

Reduce algae 

Increase dissolved oxygen 

Reduce odors 

Desired Project Outcomes 



Normandale Lake 

Arts in the Park 

Summer Fete (July 3rd) 

Weddings 

Fun Runs 

~2,000 walkers/day 

Large office towers 

Nearby residential areas 

 



It’s going to be: 

Ugly 

Smelly(?) 

Have user impacts 

People will be concerned about wildlife 

 

BUT: 

It is going to improve lake health 
 

We’re going to drain a lake 



Identify Stakeholders 

Walkers & park users 

Office workers 

Nearby residents 

City of Bloomington residents 

Watershed district residents 

City council members, board 
members, agency staff 

 

 



Engagement Planning 

District and city partnership 

 

What are the best channels for 
sharing information & getting 
feedback? 

  

Involved print, web, video 



Meetings 

Pre-Project 

 individual 

 residential focused 

 business focused 

 

 



Signs & Brochures 



Adopt a Drain 



Print & Web 

Post cards 

Articles 

Project websites 

Social media posts 

 

  

 

 



Videos 



Project camera 

https://normcam.bloomingtonmn.gov 

 
 

https://normcam.bloomingtonmn.gov/


Drone footage 



Media 



Wildlife Protection 



Why spend the effort on 
engagement? 



September 17, 2018 September 18, 2018 



Next steps 

Communicating: 

next project phases 

results from drawdown 

 

  

 

 



Questions? 


