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Join the Society – Get the Weatherguide!
Become a new member of the Freshwater Society and you’ll receive the 

new, 2014 Minnesota Weatherguide Environment Calendar. It’s a win-win!

Help us protect freshwater resources 

and you’ll enjoy a plethora of 

amazing regional photography, 

Nature Notes, weather history 

and meteorological information, 

gardening tips and much more.  

Become a member! 

Time to Plan a Fall Clean-up!

WHAT CAN I DO?

Swallowtail on Milkweed

By Kevin Collison

eptember MONTHLY NORMALS
1981-2010 Minneapolis - St. Paul International Airport

PRECIPITATION 3.08 in.

TEMPER ATURE MAXIMUM • 71.7° F 

 MINIMUM • 52.4° F

Tettegouche Lake
Lake County

Jonathan Mortenson

2014
MINNESOTA
WEATHERGUIDE
ENVIRONMENT CALENDAR

September’s dew 
points drop, high 

temperatures are in 

the 60s and 70s and 

lake water is still warm 

enough for swimming. 

The green prime is 

passing, and color-

splashed autumn foliage 

appears. Dozens of apple 

varieties become ripe, 

wild mushroom hunting 

is excellent, and wild 

rice is harvested in the 

central and north parts 

of the state. Rafts of 

American coots return 

to southern Minnesota 

lakes, while Hawk Ridge 

in Duluth becomes an 

excellent place to see fall 

hawk migrations.

JOHN S. OLSON

Like us on 
Facebook Check out the MN  

Wx Guide mobile app!  
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High: 96/1929
Low: 27/1974
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9 Minutes DaylightFirst Quarter Moon
6:11 am

Labor Day

Moon at apogee
9:52 am

252,189 miles

Patriot Day

International Falls

High: 93/1906
Low: 25/1917

12 Hours 

47 Minutes Daylight
Full Moon - 8:38 pm 

(Harvest Moon)

Asters and 
goldenrods 
become the 

prevailing 
wildflowers.

Moon at perigee 
10:23 pm

 222,697 miles

Grandparent’s Day

   

   

 

 

  

  

Open milkweed 

pods send brown 

seeds on silver 
carriers.

New Moon - 1:14 am 

Falling Leaves 
(Ojibwe) 

Rosh Hashanah begins  
at sunset

Rochester

High: 88/1937
Low: 27/1942

12 Hours

4 Minutes Daylight Autumnal equinox

 9:29 pm - fall begins 

in No. Hemisphere
Squirrels harvest 

and hide the nut 

trees’ bounty.

Duluth

High: 90/1891
Low: 28/1959

12 Hours

26 Minutes Daylight 
Last Quarter Moon

9:05 pm

The vivid reds

 on sumac foliage 
creep in day 

by day.

Fall is right around the corner and this is the 

perfect time to plan a Community Clean-Up for 
Water Quality. Learn how a little work can have 

great impacts on our water! 

Did you know that leaves and organic debris 

from streets and sidewalks can flow through 

storm sewers and into lakes, rivers and 

streams? The leaves and other material contain 

phosphorus, nitrogen and soil that are sig-

nificant pollutants. These nutrients, especially 

the phosphorus, contribute to the growth of 

excessive algae that rob the waters of needed 

oxygen.

Because of this, the Freshwater Society is part-

nering with the Friends of the Minnesota Valley 

and local organizations to initiate Community 
Clean-Ups for Water Quality to reduce the 

phosphorus levels in our lakes and rivers with a 

community toolkit that includes a DVD providing 

“how to” instructions for organizing and  

implementing a clean-up. Clean-up participants 

will be able to track the amount of phosphorus 

being removed on our website.

Community Clean-Ups for Water Quality: A 
pollution-fighting project you can organize

Community Clean-Ups for Water Quality are 

hands-on water quality improvement projects 

that can significantly reduce nutrients and soil 

flowing into lakes and rivers by removing leaves 

and yard debris from city streets in your area. A 

community group such as a scout group, a school 

class, a church committee, a service organization 

or a group of neighbors can participate. Volunteers 

rake, sweep and bag leaves, dirt and debris block-

ing storm drain grates on city streets. The organic 

material can then be composted. All it takes are 

volunteers, bags and some tools!

Please email freshwater@freshwater.org to 

receive a free Community Toolkit and DVD with 

materials and instructions for implementing a 

Clean-Up. View the seven minute video on 

why Community Clean-Ups for Water Quality 

are important and view a fact sheet about the 

program. 

Public agencies and other organizations 

are helping the Freshwater Society and the 

Friends of the Minnesota Valley offer informa-

tion on Clean-Ups. Find one in your area.

The Minnehaha Creek Watershed District and 

the Capitol Region Watershed District are 

partners in the clean-ups.

Members of a confirmation class from Christ 
Lutheran Church in Blaine taking part in a 
Community Clean-Up for Water Quality.

September

Belinda Jensen    Bobby Jensen

Your hosts of "Grow with KARE"
Fridays on KARE-11 at 6 pm.

Gardening ExpertMeteorologist

Find more gardening tips: kare11.com/grow

Like us on Facebook Check out the MN  
Wx Guide mobile app!  

Bees are efficient and important pollinators of many native wildflowers and crops such as 
cranberries, blueberries, raspberries, squash and melons. Both bumblebee and honeybee 
populations are declining, partially due to habitat loss. 
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We don’t pay much for tap water, but water is our most precious resource. 
With a few simple changes, you can conserve a lot of water. Don’t leave 
the water running when you brush your teeth. Take short showers. Water 
your lawn early in the day, and use a rain gauge to reduce waterings to 
two half-inch watering per week. Install a low-flow showerhead in the 
bathroom and put an aerator on the kitchen faucet. Wash only full loads 
of laundry and use cold water when you wash. Run the dishwasher only 
when it’s full. Every drop counts, and by taking small steps to conserve, 
you can make a big difference. 

Learn more at: freshwater.org 

September is my favorite month for so many reasons. If the month 
remains anywhere near average, it a GREAT weather month. 
Typically, we have lower humidity than August, fewer storms and 
cooler evening air that usually keep the bugs away! I love this time 
of year in the garden too, as the harvest is well underway, apples 
are ripening, tomatoes are plentiful and the flowers need a little less 
watering with the cooler temperatures. I love September as a mom 
too, as most households get back into a routine and sunsets are 
earlier so I can get busy kids to get to bed easier. The best part of 
the month is getting outside to enjoy the comfortable temperatures 
as you catch a football game and watch as the leaves start to 
cascade south from the north as the days get shorter. I hope this 
September ends up being your favorite month this year too. 

Water conservation – we all play a part

Belinda Jensen

Meteorologist

Bel’s Weather Blog: kare11.com/weather

Gardening Tips

 Pot herbs to use in the winter months.

 Clear crops once they’ve finished producing. 

 Cut down the ferny shoots of asparagus to soil level.

 Lift out potatoes, carrots and beetroot 
from the soil, but leave parsnips until 
they have been frosted.

 Harvest onions and bend over the 
leaves of others to prevent seeding.

 Remove tomato leaves to expose 
unripe fruit.

 Make some notes about your successes 
and failures during this growing season.

 Pick up and discard fallen or decaying 
fruit—leaving it encourages diseases 
and insects.

 Remove all plant material and compost 
it for fertilizer that will help produce a 
successful garden next year.

As you will read in this newsletter, our president, Gene Merriam, and I  

have decided it is time for us to move out of the positions of leadership of  

the Freshwater Society that we have been privileged to share for the last  

six years.

Those have been wonderful years, and Gene and I both feel that Freshwater 

has accomplished great things. We both are proud of the work Freshwater 

has done, is doing and will continue to do.

We informed the Freshwater Board of our decisions in May. Gene will retire by the end of this year. 

I will stay on a bit longer in a phased retirement. There comes a time in all careers to begin leaving 

the work to others, and we’re happy to be leaving Freshwater in a position of real strength.

The board and a search firm are well on their way to recruiting new leadership. You can find the 

job description on our web site.

Next month, Gene or I will offer some reflections on our years helping Freshwater strive – as we 

always say – to “educate and inspire people to value, conserve and protect water resources.”

Sincerely,

From the desk of Joan Nephew 
Freshwater Society Executive Director

Joan Nephew

http://www.mnstatefair.org/
http://http://freshwater.org/moos-family-lecture-series/duane-chapman-registration-october-8-2013/
http://http://freshwater.org/moos-family-lecture-series/duane-chapman-registration-october-8-2013/
http://freshwater.org/become-a-freshwater-member-join-our-important-work/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9sG7sOlOySE
http://freshwater.org/2010/10/01/community-clean-ups-participating-organizations-2/
http://www.freshwater.org/


The Freshwater Society is a non-profit  
organization dedicated to educating and 
inspiring people to value, conserve and  
protect water resources.

Board of Directors 
Tom Skramstad, Chair

Stuart E. Grubb, Vice Chair

Barbara Luikens, MD, Secretary

Rick Bateson, Treasurer

Todd Bolin

Blyth Berg Brookman

Richard S. Caldecott, PhD, Emeritus Director

Robert Elde, PhD, Emeritus Director

Richard G. Gray, Sr., D.Sc.

JoEllen L. Hurr, Emeritus Director 

David Knoblauch

Jim Manolis, PhD

Lili Tod McMillan

Darby Nelson, PhD

Corrine Ricard

Lisa Whalen

Staff 
Gene Merriam, President

Joan Nephew, Executive Director  

Scott Branch, Operations Assistant

Deirdre Coleman, Program Coordinator 

Alex Gehrig, Program Manager 

Peggy Knapp, Director of Programs

Diane Lynch, Development Director/Sr. Mgr.

Chris Prok, Operations Manager 

Jeanne Prok, Program Manager

Patrick Sweeney, Comm./Research Director

Facets of Freshwater is published by  
the Freshwater Society.

For permission to reprint, contact us at:  
2500 Shadywood Road, Excelsior, MN 
55331, 952-471-9773 or at freshwater@
freshwater.org.

Visit the Freshwater Society web site 
at www.freshwater.org.
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Interview with  
an Intern

Mariel Kieval recently joined the 

Freshwater Society as an intern 

research assistant. She is working 

in the development and fundraising 

departments at the Society.  

We asked Mariel to tell us a bit about 

herself.  Read the short Q and A.

Explain how water is important to 
your life – share a story, experience, 
etc.:   
Water was an issue I had never really 

worried about, until I traveled to Israel 

and learned about how many of the 

seas and rivers there are slowly losing 

water. That experience made me more 

aware of the need to keep our water 

clean and conserve it.

How do envision working for water 
in the future?  

I am considering a major in sustain-

ability, which includes water 

protection.

Tell us more about yourself.  
I will be a senior at Wayzata High 

School this fall. I am also a part of my 

school’s Eco Club, and am president 

of our Amnesty International Chapter. 

In my free time I enjoy figure skating, 

playing cello, reading and baking.

Share Your Water Connections
In last month’s newsletter, Freshwater Executive Director Joan Nephew wrote a bit about her early 

connections to water. She remembered the idyllic days of small-town summers in which she and her 

brothers played in the shallows of the Sand Hill River near Fertile, MN. Joan invited readers to share their 

memories of water by emailing them to us.

 Almost immediately, Melba Hensel, who works in Hennepin County’s Environmental Services 

Department, responded with this story:

The Freshwater Society asked for personal water stories. Well – I tell people that I have been an 

environmental professional “since the dawn of the first Earth Day.”

I grew up in Otter Tail County on the Continental Divide. The southwest corner of our farm drained to 

the Otter Tail and Red Rivers, and then obviously to Hudson Bay. The east side of the farm drained to the 

east – a wetland Bluff Creek to Leaf River to the Crow Wing and eventually to the Mississippi and the 

Gulf of Mexico. I understood the concepts of basins and drainage areas from a young age. My dad also 

didn’t till the fields immediately next to the wetland, providing a buffer strip between the cultivated area 

and the drainage to the creek.

In 1970, I was a graduate assistant in the Biology Department at 

Moorhead State (now Minnesota State University Moorhead). On the 

first Earth Day celebration at the Fargo Civic Center, we collected some 

samples of the Red River, which as usually is the case during the third 

week of April, the river was very turbid and laden with sediment in its 

regular spring high flows. It was impressive when one recognized that 

the solid material was the fertile soil of the Otter Tail, Red, and James 

and Sheyenne River basins.

And after all that, I am still working as an environmental professional in Minnesota after 42 years with 

about 34 years spent in water monitoring and analysis and wastewater treatment with state and regional 

government. And there has been improvement since 1971 when I first entered the profession! 

So, let’s keep this going! Melba’s story is posted on our web site and on Freshwater’s Facebook page. 

You can add your water story there. Better still, post it on your own page and “tag” Freshwater Society.  

The Freshwater Society is seeking a new leader to replace Gene Merriam, who 

will retire by the end of this year, and Joan Nephew, who will begin a phased 

retirement then.

The Society is committed to hiring a chief executive who will maintain and 

accelerate the activism, influence and credibility the organization has achieved 

under their leadership. 

Merriam, Freshwater’s president, and Nephew, the Society’s executive director, 

have led Freshwater through six years of rapidly growing influence as one of 

Minnesota’s major environmental organizations.

“Both Gene and Joan have helped us build a strong and financially secure 

organization with excellent staff and innovative programs,” said Freshwater Board 

Chair Tom Skramstad. “I can not overstate the Board’s gratitude for their diligent 

and imaginative leadership.”

An executive recruitment firm, Schall Executive Search, is managing the search for the new leader. 

The job description seeks a “mission-focused, seasoned and strategic Executive Director to continue 

the organization’s impact on the protection, conservation and restoration of water resources.”

Go to our web site to download a job description.

Lecture Series Presents Asian Carp Expert

Links to original reports on water availability, water pollution and water policy are 
archived on the Reports and Research page of the Freshwater web site.

There is some intriguing research there by agencies and organizations as diverse 
as the U.S. Geological Survey, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change and 
the Pew Environment Group. You can look up a report that puts Minnesota water 
use into a national perspective, and you can read about Chesapeake Bay pollution 
caused by giant chicken farms.

Browse through the web page. You will find something that interests you.

Items of 
Interest

Are you going to the State Fair?

If you’re a real Minnesotan, if you like malts from the dairy  

building and fried things on sticks, you will be there.  

And, while you’re there, you will have two opportunities to learn 

more about water, the environment and Freshwater Society’s role in 

protecting them: 

•	 Purchase a Minnesota 
Weatherguide Environment 
Calendar for a reduced price, 

and maybe get an autograph 

on it from the naturalist, 

astronomer or one of the meteorologists who helped produce 

it, at the KARE 11 Barn.

•	  When you tour the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency’s huge Eco Experience exhibit, you can 

point your smart phone at a Freshwater Society poster and take our online quiz on water.  

Read more.

Freshwater at the Fair

KARE 11 Barn

Minnesota Weatherguide 
environMent

TM Calendar

2014

Joan Nephew

Gene Merriam

Duane Chapman, a research biologist who is a national leader in efforts to study, control and prevent 

the spread of Asian carp, will deliver a free, public lecture in St. Paul on Oct. 8.

Chapman edited two books, published by the American Fisheries Society, on invasive Asian carp and 

the threats they pose to native fish and other aquatic life, 

and he has given more than 100 presentations on Asian 

carp and other invasive species.

His lecture, titled “The Biology and Management of 

Asian Carp: Lessons for Minnesota,” will be at  

7 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 8, in the Student Center theater 

of the University of Minnesota’s St. Paul campus. The 

Student Center is at 2017 Buford Ave., St. Paul. Register 

to attend. 

 The lecture is sponsored by the Freshwater Society, the 

University of Minnesota College of Biological Sciences, 

the Minnesota Aquatic Invasive Species Research Center 

at the university, and the University’s College of Food, 

Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences.
Duane Chapman, Research Biologist

Freshwater Society Seeks New Leader

www.freshwater.org
freshwater@freshwater.org
http://www.facebook.com/FreshwaterSociety
http://www.freshwater.org/
http://freshwater.org/original-sources/
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