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Project area

This project will: 
protect family health and avoid preventable diseases
linked to arsenic in drinking water.
establish a replicable program for arsenic testing and
education.

Freshwater is approaching well testing with a new lens by
partnering with healthcare physicians to encourage well
testing via education and free, convenient well testing
opportunities in eight southern Minnesota counties:
Watonwan, Martin, Blue Earth, Faribault, Waseca, Freeborn,
Steele, and Rice (shown right in yellow).

Arsenic is a naturally occurring element found in rocks and
soil across Minnesota. When dissolved into groundwater,
arsenic can impact the safety of drinking water and can
increase the risk of cancer and other health effects. 

Through this project we’ll educate both private well users
and the Mayo Clinic healthcare providers who frequently
diagnose and treat preventable diseases linked to chronic
arsenic exposure to establish a program for arsenic
education and testing that can be replicable in other parts of
the state. We’ll test 8,000 wells in total, of which 5,000 test
kits will be available to request online via Simple Lab and
3,000 tests will be conducted through in person clinics
hosted by Freshwater.
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5,000 well water test
kits available online
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3,000 well water tests at
in-person clinics
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8 counties - Watonwan,
Martin, Blue Earth,
Faribault, Waseca,
Freeborn, Steele, and Rice

Arsenic testing for private wells in southern Minnesota

$994,000 awarded by the
Minnesota Environment
and Natural Resources
Trust Fund

Funding for this project was provided by the Minnesota
Environment and Natural Resources Trust Fund as
recommended by the Legislative-Citizen Commission on
Minnesota Resources (LCCMR). 

3-year project from 
July 2025 - June 2028

https://freshwater.org/
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