


Homecoming: Cheer for Minnesota Water

Celebrating Water as Part of Minnesotan Identity. Inspiring Stewardship.

Homecoming: Cheer for Minnesota Water is a statewide public art initiative that
transforms local community gatherings into joyful celebrations of Minnesota’s love of
water: lakes, rivers, wetlands, and groundwater. Created by artist Amanda Lovelee in
partnership with Freshwater, the project uses art, culture, science, and community
celebration to deepen Minnesotans’ connection to water while inspiring civic action.

Part of Amanda Lovelee’s national Homecoming initiative, creating the rituals,
celebrations, and symbols of climate culture this Minnesota chapter asks:

If we can cheer for a hockey team that inspires us, why can’t we cheer for a river
or a lake that sustains us?

The Opportunity

Minnesota’s water is central to our identity, economy, and quality of life. But it's often
taken for granted. Through the Clean Water, Land & Legacy Amendment, Minnesotans
have invested billions of dollars to protect and restore these shared resources. Yet
many residents are unaware of how these investments have improved their
communities or how they can become active stewards of the waters they love.

Homecoming: Minnesota Water transforms this story into a public celebration.

Our Approach

Working with local artists, Tribal partners, youth organizations, watershed groups,
scientists, businesses, and community leaders, Homecoming will travel to local
communities across Minnesota to host Pep Rallies for Water—joyful public events
celebrating local lakes, rivers, wetlands, and watersheds.

Each gathering will combine art, music, storytelling, science, and community
participation to:

Celebrate local water and the communities connected to it.

Share stories of Legacy Amendment investments and their local impact.

Build partnerships across arts, science, government, recreation, and community organizations.
Invite residents to become long-term water stewards and civic leaders.



The project follows a simple progression:
Celebrate — Connect — Steward

People first fall in love with water, then learn its story, and finally discover ways to care
for it.

From Celebration to Action

Each regional Homecoming includes three interconnected components:

Regional Storytelling Develop accessible stories and visual materials highlighting how
Legacy investments have improved local water resources while gathering local
community stories to bring back to policy makers.

Homecoming: Pep Rally for Water Host a joyful community celebration featuring local
artists, musicians, youth organizations, scientists, environmental partners and civic
partners.

Growing Water Leaders Encourage local actions and recruit artists and community
members into Freshwater’s Minnesota Water Stewards program, transforming
community pride into long-term stewardship and civic actions. Empowering people to
move from care to action.

Vision
Homecoming demonstrates how artists can help build climate culture by creating new
public rituals around the places we love. By celebrating water through art, communities

strengthen their sense of belonging while building the relationships needed to protect
Minnesota’s most valuable shared resource.

Water connects us. Art inspires us. Stewardship is our legacy.
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Timing and Locations

We plan to pilot two to three
Homecoming events in 2027, with a
long-term vision of reaching all eleven
(11) Minnesota Regional Arts Council
regions.

Help Bring Homecoming to Your Community

Homecoming will be locally shaped, and we are looking for partners who can help
make each celebration meaningful, welcoming, and rooted in place. You or your
organization can get involved by:

e Connecting us with local partners in the arts, education, water, recreation,
business, government, Tribal communities, and community life.

e Helping identify a host community, waterbody, or gathering place with a
compelling local water story.

e Suggesting an existing event or community tradition that Homecoming could
complement rather than duplicate.

For more information, please contact Amanda Lovee alovelee@standford.edu or Michelle
Stockness mstockness@freshwater.org
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