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September 11, 2026 

 
Tamarack EAW Project Manager  
Environmental Review Unit  
Ecological and Water Resources Division, DNR  
500 Lafayette Rd. Saint Paul, Minnesota, 55155-4025 
 
Re: Comments on Tamarack Mining Environmental Impact Statement Scoping 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the EIS scoping documents for the Tamarack 
Mining Project. As a science-based nonprofit organization committed to clean, sustainable water 
and authentic community engagement, we appreciate the public process and careful 
consideration that goes into evaluating a complex and consequential project like this. 
 
As you develop the final scope for the Tamarack Mining EIS, please consider the following: 
 

• The proposed mine site and discharge is located within the Mississippi River and St. Croix 
watersheds, an area that is ecologically and culturally significant – and upstream from a 
drinking water source for at least 1.1 million Minnesotans. 

• Given the project’s proximity to Tribal lands and wild rice waters, the EIS should 
comprehensively address potential impacts to surface waters and groundwater, both in 
terms of water quality and quantity. 

• The EIS must incorporate authentic Tribal engagement that allows adequate time, 
listening, incorporation of feedback, and respect for Tribal sovereignty and usufructuary 
(treaty-reserved) rights. 

• Research and innovation are essential to help protect water and prevent negative 
impacts. However, any new proposed water treatment technologies should be piloted for 
a sufficient duration to prove their effectiveness. 

• The EIS should study and consider the hydrological impacts of pre-mining activities such 
as exploratory drilling, land clearing, site preparation and construction, in addition to the 
anticipated impacts of the mining operation itself. 

 
Clean water is a priority for all Minnesotans and is critical for healthy ecosystems, communities 
and economies. Thank you for your work on this important environmental review, and for 
ensuring waters are protected for future generations. 
 

 
Michelle Stockness, PE 
Executive Director, Freshwater 


